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BANTU BELIEFS AND MAGIC*
THE author of this book, Mr. C. W. Hobley, has long- been
known to anthropologists as one of our best authorities on the
native races of British East Africa, or Kenya Colony, as it is
now called, where he resided as Provincial Commissioner for
many years. The time he could spare from his official duties
he wisely devoted to studying the customs and beliefs of the
tribes whom he was appointed to govern, and through the
knowledge and experience thus acquired he was able to make
a valuable series of contributions to ethnography. In the
present work he has resumed and largely supplemented his
former studies of two important tribes, the Kikuyu and-
Kamba, enriching his previous accounts with many fresh
details and fruitful observations.
The result is a monograph replete with information of
great variety and of the highest interest for the student of
savage thought and institutions. But the book has a practical
as well as a scientific value. Placed in the hands of British
officials engaged in the maintenance of order and the ad-
ministration of justice among the natives, it must prove of
real service to them in their task by affording them an insight
into the habits and ideas of the people, and thus greatly
facilitating the work of government. Indeed, without some
such knowledge of the native's point of view it is impossible
to govern him wisely and well. The savage way of thinking
* The following article was contributed as an introduction to the book
of which the title is Bantu Beliefs and Magic, with particular
reference to the Kikuyu and Kamba tribes of Kenya Colony ; together
with some reflections on East Africa after the War. By C. W. Hobley,
C.M.G. (Late Senior Commissioner, Kenya Colony). London: H.
F. and G. Witherby. 1922.
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